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Foreword 

The term 'Sriramodantam' is composed of the 
words 'Srirama' and 'udantam 1 meaning 'the story 
of Srirama [ . Sriramodantam is a 'laghukavyam' 
(minor poetical composition) that has been in use 
as the first text in old Sanskrit Curriculum of 
Kerala for last five centuries. As per this 
curriculum the students were taught this text along 
with Amarakosa and Siddharoopam immediately 
after they had learnt the Sanskrit alphabets 
(Varnamala) . This Kavya, which is a highly abridged 
version of "Valmiki Ramayana", was used as a tool 
to teach effectively Vibhakti, Sandhi, Samasa 1 , etc to 
young pupils. 

There will hardly be a Sanskrit knowing person 
from Kerala who does not know by-heart at least a 
few verses of this work, which begins with the 

verse " 9 ihfcT ^M^TTt ^k^TTTfc^r^f ^ihi^-tWKpMI^ 

^^irHil^H^lTidH^'. Though the traditional style of 
teaching Sanskrit exists no more in Kerala, the 
'balakanda' of Sriramodantam found a place in the 



Case endings, conjunction of words and compound of words 
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Sanskrit text books prepared by the State board till 
a few decades back. This shows how significant a 
role this work had played in imparting basic 
lessons of Sanskrit to the young minds. 

It is a great pity that the author of Sriramodantam 
is unknown. The author, in his inimitable and 
simple style, has narrated, in just 200 verses, the 
seven kandas of Ramayana that was expounded by 
Valmiki in 24000 verses. 

Any suggestion for improving this translation is 
welcome. 

- Translator 
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sfkniK-rR Story of Sri Rama 

(Story of Sri Rama) 
m *llc*HI^: || 

The Chapter on Childhood 

^klHI^HK-MIHI l^tfeq. II ? II 

Bowing to Lakshmi's consort, Vishnu, who has a 
mark, Srivatsa, on his chest, I shall relate the story 
of Sri Rama, as narrated by Valmiki. 

3TT#^FJ3TT ^RtTT f^^^iffW IRII 

Long ago there was a Rakshasa 2 named Ravana 
who was the son of sage Visravas. Ravana' s 



2 A particular sect of asuras, demonical beings 
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younger brothers were Kumbhakarna and 
Vibheeshana. 

By their severe penance, they made Brahma appear 
before them and asked for desired boons from 
Brahma who is affectionate towards his devotees. 

r%#^t to pwm l4^T ^ II VII 

Ravana chose not to be killed by anyone except 
humans. Kumbhakarna wanted to surpass all devas, 
instead asked for constant sleep, by slip of tongue 3 . 

T^ffW f^prfrfc ^ ^c^JJTTT^cT: I 

T7^ ^ ^ d^W ^ q*J: IIHII 



3 Kumbhakarna actually desired for H<V^H. (surpassing gods), but 
ended up asking for R^T^R. (long sleep) instead. 
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Vibheeshana, who was endowed with noble 
qualities, asked for devotion to Vishnu. Giving 
them these boons, Brahma disappeared. 

^fl^f^f^^f^T^T^^^ IK II 

Ravana then won a battle against the Lord of 
riches, Kubera, took from him the city of Lanka and 
the Pushpaka 4 and lived there happily. 

^I^MI-Wd: WIdcrbMcllWH: I 
^TH^ ?5fT ^ ^HM*HII vs II 

Then, all the Rakshasas who were living in Rasatala 5 
took refuge in ten-headed Ravana and lived 
happily in Lanka. 

TT^T^ff H^cli WPfal ^IW: I 
ci-em+icHi^HW H^'ii^ii^i ^H" ll<Jll 



4 A divine aerial chariot 

5 One of the seven lower worlds 
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Ravana married Mandodari, daughter of Maya, and 
begot a son in her called, Meghanada. 

Ravana conquered the earth and Rasatala, 
tormented all the worlds and carried away the 
beautiful women. 

^Wltf^ ^4 lS^H3T^fcT ^f: I 
^IrH^HIWdl ^3TC^ ^MMVMct II ?°H 

Dishonoring the Vedic rituals, Ravana oppressed 
the twice-born 6 . Accompanied by his son, he 
defeated Devendra 7 in battle. 

d^i^cl^^lM *J-KMI«4 T%f|: I 
^TFlf^T ^ c5fFTTR^T^ II?? II 



6 The Brahmins 

7 The chief of the gods 
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Fetching the wish- yielding trees (from Heaven) 
through his servants, Ravana planted them in 
Lanka and lived there for a long time. 

3h j I+4|Rk ^ <NU|^( R^TScT II ?R II 

Devas 8 , then, approached Brahma and related to 
him all the misdeeds of Ravana. 

^ST^f ^ WM\ RFR: ^if: II \\ II 

Having heard their woes, Brahma went with devas 
to the shores of the ocean of milk 9 , propitiated 
Vishnu by various hymns. 

ta^RFTcTTSW ^ ^fFH ^FfTCTcf II ?V II 



8 Gods or deities 
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Then Vishnu, the enemy of Asuras, appeared before 
them and asked Brahma why he had come there 
with devas. 

d^NN ^TRTR rf^R ffe 9 ^T: II ?HII 
^rt ^RRT^%T ^H^TTFT ^TH^j II \\\\ 

^N-HH^IH ^1 <N"JIM^ II \t> II 

Then Brahma told Vishnu about the troubles caused 
by Ravana. Hearing that, Vishnu cheered up 
Brahma and said: 

"Enough of the fears, Oh Brahma, go back along 
with devas. I will take birth as son of King Dasaratha 
and will kill the ten-headed Ravana." 
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"Let all devas, through part of their souls 10 , take 
birth as monkeys 11 on the earth to help me in 
slaying Ravana." 

#3M^FFf RFTTcl^Il^f: II? £11 

Having spoken thus to Brahma, Vishnu 
disappeared. Brahma gladly went back along with 

devas. 

^ft^RN Hid 1^1 ^IRT ^ TTTCcT: 11?^ II 

Devendra created a monkey named Vali, Sun 
created Sugreeva and Vayu created Hanuman. 



10 Puranas describe many such instances where a deva takes birth, with 
a specific mission on Earth, out of only a part of his soul; he continues 
to exist in Heaven too. 

11 Vanaras were not ordinary monkeys, but ape-like humanoids. 
Especially those Vanaras, who assisted Rama in his battle with Ravana, 
were partial incarnations of gods. 
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qcR^ ^ f^T: ^MlH^H^Hl^i II || 

Brahma had created Jambavan long ago. Similarly all 
other devas created numerous monkeys. 

^ftPTO^^HHI^ f^lH^IH^W ^ II II 

VflZz became the leader of those monkeys and with 
all of them inhabited Kishkindha 12 . 

^|<H^K2JT ^FT ^J^TSSJ qrfsfo: I 
^NIIW^IN cTl^^R ^ *RlfcR. II II 

There was a king called Dasaratha who belonged to 
the clan of the sun. Though he had three wives, he 
had no sons. 

cTcT: ^H«3W*MT^ *T ^Tcf: I 



An ancient kingdom of the monkeys in South India 

12 



sJUwKtR Story of Sri Rama 



Then, on the advice of Sumantra 13 , he brought sage 
Rishyasringa and got Putrakameshti u conducted 
with Rishyasringa as the priest. 

31§JTTT#NlcT: ^o^l ^ I 

From the fire arose a divine being, holding in his 
hand a cup of milk porridge and gave it to the king 
saying "Feed this to your wives." 

cTTSJ cTcT: STRHI^ ^P^WJK^l II II 

He took it and fed his wives the porridge 
immediately. As a result, the queens became 
pregnant through the king. 




13 Chief minister of king Dasaratha 

14 A Yajna (Vedic ritual) conducted with a desire to get a son. 
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In due course, Kausalya gave birth to Ramachandra, 
who was a source of joy to virtuous men like Sun 
to lotus. Kaikeyi gave birth to Bharata. 

cTcTt ^"JRl^Hf ^R^i^H^^r I 
37^101 icHd I ?M ^TcW*7TT^ T5^: IR^II 

Then, Sumitra gave birth to twins, Lakshmana and 
Satrughna. The king got their birth-ceremonies and 
other rituals performed by the priests. 

^^R| ^ T%fl^ %JWBT*R II II 

The four princes grew up and were affectionate 
with one another. They gained mastery in all 
branches of learning. 

^IRW ^TTrf^roWl II II 

Then, one day the great sage Viswamitra visited the 
king and desiring protection (from the Rakshasas) 
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of his Yajnas he sought the help of Rama who was 
equal to Kartikeya 15 in valour. 

f^nr ijqfdWHI €tT5R^ *R II \<> II 

As advised by Vasishtha the king, with great 
sorrow, entrusted Rama and Lakshmana to 

Kausika 16 . 

3TS#T ^ TOPI ^TTRT^qf^T IU? II 

Taking them with him, he taught them the chants 
of Bala and Atibala 17 as well as all the divine 

astras 18 . 



15 Son of Siva; He was commander-in-chief of devas 

16 Another name for Viswamitra 

17 Two chants that prevent hunger and sleep. 

18 According Hindu Pur anas, an astra is a supernatural weapon, 
presided over by a specific deity. Use of an astra requires knowledge of 
its specific mantra. 
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II VI II 



While proceeding along with his brother, Rama, at 
the behest of Kausika, killed Tadaka who was 
harassing people. 



37^R ^ ^RR*T TTTO^ ^rFFFFRL II ^ II 

Then, Kausika along with Rama reached 
Siddhasrama. As the Yajna started the Rakshasas 
appeared. 

^I^H^K^T W ^Nl^RJ^: IUVII 

With an astra Rama hurled Markka 19 into the 
ocean, killed the Rakshasas led by Subahu and 
protected the Yo/na of the sage. 




A Rakshasa who was Ravana's maternal uncle. 
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Then, led by Kausika, Rama along with his brother, 
after redeeming Ahalya 20 of her curse, went to the 
king of Mithila. 

^IdlMW-d^lHlci II ^ II 

There, Rama was received with respect by Janaka 21 . 
At the behest of Kausika Rama broke the bow of Siva 
kept in connection with the marriage of Sita 22 . 

cTcTT ^TCSj ^pTHT^f MWN: I 
^JfTKM'Wd^d^f: HtcTKTf: ^^T: ^ II ^ II 

Then, the King of Mithila invited Dasaratha through 
his messengers and gave away Sita and her cousins 
(in marriage) to Rama and his brothers. 



20 wife of the sage Gautama; she turned into a stone due to a curse. 

21 The king of Mithila and father of Sita 

22 King Janaka had made a proclamation that only one, who handled 
the bow of Siva, could marry Sita. 
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Having married, at the bidding of his elders, Rama 
and his brothers returned (to Ayodhya) after being 
greatly honoured by Janaka. 

Wf $Pf ||^|| 

After defeating the furious Bhargavarama 23 who 
came to Rama upon hearing about the breaking of 
the bow of Siva, Rama returned to Ayodhya. 

cTT^P^ ^Tfc^R^ffcM W^clH^H, II V° II 

Then Rama, the prince of the Kakutstha clan, who 
brought happiness to everyone by his actions, lived 
in Ayodhya happily with Sita. 

II ^frf ^klHI^rl qicWJvs: Wm> II 
Thus ends the chapter on childhood of Rama 



23 An incarnation of Vishnu; son of sage Jamadagni in the clan of sage 
Bhrigu; he is also known as Parasu Rama. 
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31Wn^S: II 
The Chapter on Ayodhya 

sftcT: ^T^TT^cT: II \ II 

Meanwhile Bharata along with Satrughna went to 
the house of his uncle Yudhajit. 

TW&Q W\W\ J^IST^cT: IRII 

Then the king, after consulting with his ministers, 
started with joy preparations for coronation of 
Rama. 

^ TT#71c5 TRRI<£pldttNI I 

to^^t^ttw^ wmm \\\\\ 
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Her mind being corrupted by Manthara, Kaikeyi 
requested the honest king for two boons formerly 
promised to her by him. 

cTC*n TO^f ^TT^Tt II VII 

The king gave her the two vicious boons of Rama's 
remaining in the forest and Bharata's getting the 
kingdom. 

TFT c% ^TWFf -Ml^ldJ 
SRJffM ^J^^T^HHW ^ ^TFJ ^: II Ml 

Kaikeyi immediately ordered Rama to go to the 
forest. Rama took leave of all the elders and 
proceeded to the forest. 

SfT cT HTcT *ftcTT ^^T^^T^: I 
tirMvrM ^Tf^Rl^f ^TCTSJl^^cl+t II 5 II 
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Seeing him leaving, Sita and Lakshmana followed 
him. Leaving their houses at once, all the citizens 
(of Ayodhya) also followed Rama. 

^TIWR ^T7%T *2RTW ^FFRI. II « II 

Deceiving the dejected citizens sleeping at night, 
Raghava 2 ^ departed in a chariot driven by Sumantra. 

^ ^c£dW^ H^TTOFpW ^ II III 

Reaching Sringiberapuram on the banks of Ganges, 
Rama stayed there for overnight accepting the 
hospitality of Guha 25 . 

Tp^RfcM ^fRf ^RTcTR ^ ^41h. II ^ II 



24 Rama 

25 The chieftain of Nishadas, a tribe of hunters and fishermen 
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Taking leave of the charioteer 26 Rama, along with 
Sita and Lakshmana, crossed the river Ganges in a 
boat rowed by Guha. 

iM^-H-HI Millet N^^dSTOl^^ II ?° II 

On reaching (the hermitage of) sage Bharadwaja, 
Rama paid obeisance to the sage and was 
welcomed by the sage. As advised by him, Rama 
lived happily in Chitrakoota 27 . 

W «^<4|ch4 <M4W R%ScR II H II 

Then Sumantra, grief-stricken, went back to 
Ayodhya and told the king all details about Raghava. 

*l*KlHlcf NcriH'ltt oTOT T^^pff II ?R II 



26 Sumantra, the chief minister of king Dasaratha 

27 A mountain on the banks of the river Mandakini 
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Hearing Sumantra's words, the king's mind was 
drowned in great sorrow. Crying "Rama, Rama", 
the king left his body and went to heaven. 

^iHW^IHT^: TO Hl^dkWIdL II l\ II 

At the instance of Vasishtha, the ministers 
preserved the body of the king and sent 
messengers and brought Bharata from his uncle's 
house. 

TO*tJ NcR 3»+4)PkI I 

tfFETOT^ ^+UIW flU-pT: II? VII 

Hearing of the death of his father from Kaikeyi, 
Bharata, along with his younger brother, duly 
performed the king's cremation and funeral 
ceremonies. 

SRT^t: %WHTN <MN TO^tTOT I 
^R#T ^Tf M4 ^I j II ?HII 
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In spite of persuasion by the ministers, Bharata, 
along with the citizens, went to the forest to bring 
Rama back. 

*T T J^\ J^W§Z^4 TFT -^l^dNtl 

TT^i TFti f^fWI II ?<\ II 

After reaching Rama who was staying in 
Chitrakoota wearing bark and matted hair, Bharata 
requested him to rule the kingdom assisted by 
Vasishtha and other Brahmins. 

Rama assured Bharata that he would return to the 
city after staying in the forest for fourteen years, 
gave his sandals and sent him back. 

^K J JIH RSfcRrTTRT ^ ^ ^^RT II \C II 
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Taking the sandals from Rama with a dejected 
heart, Bharata ruled the country living in 

Nandigrama. 

Rama then went from the mountain (Chitrakoota) to 
the sage Atri and paid respects to him. The sage's 
wife then adorned Sita with her own ornaments. 

f^T ^cTT^OT^^cT: II II 

After spending a night in the hermitage (of the 
sage Atri), Rama, with Sita and Lakshmana, 
entered the Dandaka 28 forest. 

II # SjRWK-d ^TTTH: II 

Thus ends the Chapter on Ayodhya of Sri Ramodantam. 



A forest in the Indo-Gangetic Valley 
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3^ 3TRU±|<fe|U^: || 
The Chapter of the Forest 

^ITT^^TTTrTTR ^^pft^T II ? II 

While travelling in the forest, Rama killed ill-fated 
Viradha 29 who (after attacking them) was carrying 
Rama along with Lakshmana and Sita. 

WH?W wild cTF7 ^f: I 
srfcv^T ^I^FTHT ^HPTO%T: IR II 

He then went the hermitage of Sarabhanga, 
witnessed his departure to the heaven and vowed 
to kill the Rakshasas at the request of sages. 

^J|^|?W5TF7cT^FT^TTT: \\\ II 

29 A fierce Rakshasa who was an incarnation of a Gandharva 
26 
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From there Rama went to the sage Suteekshna, 
saluted him and was honoured by him. Thereafter 
he reached the hermitage of the sage Agastya and 
saluted him. 

W ^ ^ ^ 5^|r fW^T: II VII 

The sage, who was born from a pot, gave Rama the 
bow of Lord Vishnu, pair of quivers of Indra and 
the arrow and sword of Brahma. 

I^TT: MkiHWH m$ N^dW II H II 

Then Rama went and met Jatayu, a friend of his 
father, and entrusted him with the protection of 
Sita. 

cTcT: H^Ndll cT^ ^WHWcTFll 

H«jRiic?iiH^w #crt h%ct ^tr;. II ^ II 
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Then he reached Panchavati 30 and lived happily 
with Sita, in a leaf-hut built by Lakshmana. 

c^T^c%5^I TFT 33 SJ^WTSTW I 

dbKwi ^ ^ #sfq H^^ra: ii « ii 

There Rama was once approached by the lustful 
Soorpanakha 31 . On being rejected by him, she chose 
Lakshmana who too rejected her. 

fafcTT <^dlH^I<i3f 3T III II 

Thereupon, the lustful rakshasi again chose Rama 
who was handsome like Manmatha 32 and upon 
being rejected again the rakshasi attacked Sita in 
anger. 

c5#H cRTT ^TW. s^xT Wn^TT^T I 
^TT 1 *1<3T WFfo^FRF^ 119,11 



' A sacred place on the southern bank of the river Godavari 
Step-sister of Ravana 
God of love 
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Then her (Soorpanakha) nose and ears were cut off 
by Lakshmana in anger. She went to Janasthana 33 
and narrated the incidents to Khara M . 



cT^FEtRl ^R: «pj[t TTtt 5^JHN*Ml 

Rr^Tlf^cT: II I Ml 

Upon hearing this, wrathful Khara, along with an 
army of Rakshasas led by Dhooshana and Trisira 35 , 
came to kill Raghava. 

^TUrfl ^TH ^NshH: II H II 

Immediately entrusting Sita to the care of 
Lakshmana, Rama, embodiment of easy valour, 
killed Khara along with his followers. 

7 fxTRT ^f^fTTT^cT: 



33 A part of the forest Dandaka which lies in the basin of Godavari 

34 Step-brother of Ravana and brother of Soorpanakha 

35 Brothers of Khara 
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Then Soorpanakha, full or sorrow, went to Lanka and 
recounted all the happenings to Ravana. 

TTIiH-KHSR ^fT^F^ dH^l^cl II Z\ II 

Hearing this Ravana made up his mind to abduct 
Sita. Reaching the hermitage of Markka 36 Ravana 
demanded his help. 

^l^'fWT^i^^T^NcT WWW 

Taking the form of a golden deer, he roamed in 
front of Sita and she urged her husband to get her 
that deer. 

R^f ^TUT #cTT TT^f t^-l^-i: | 
^WT^jjn ^ot 5^tT +HHI*tR II I ?H II 



The uncle of Ravana 
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Entrusting Sita to Lakshmana's care, Rama chased 
the deer which was running fast deep into the 
forest. 

F^TR ^ ^ ^Jff: ^ H^I^HHTT^cT: I 

U ^TRT ?5OTc^ ^^.^NTH^H^-Mcl. II II 

Rama killed the deer and Markka assumed his true 
form and gave up his life screaming, "Oh Sita, Oh 
Lakshmana" 37 . 

cT^^T ^^cTT: 5TT«q WTT <N=llkd^ II ?vs || 

Upon being repeatedly pressed by Sita on hearing 
this cry, Lakshmana prayed to the Devas for her 
safety and went in search of Rama. 

HtcTT ^R^T WIT J HW g^rf^RT: II %6 II 



37 Maricha imitated Rama in his cry to mislead Sita 
31 



sJUwKtR Story of Sri Rama 



Taking this opportunity, Ravana, assuming the 
form of an ascetic, went to Sita, caught hold of her 
and happily took her by air 38 . 

5TI4<JS.I c l u i ^q^l%T II mi 

Then, seeing Janaki 39 being taken away, Jatayu 
fought Ravana ferociously with his beak, wings 
and nails. 

^\^\ W: HtcTT 5TTteT% SRT^ II Ro || 

Ravana maimed him (Jatayu) with his sword 
Chandrahasa, felled him on the earth and took Sita 
to his palace. 



In the aerial vehicle named Pushpaka 
' Sita, the daughter of King Janaka 
32 
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Having seated Sita in Asoka grove, Ravana bid 
Rakshasis 40 to take care of her. 

c|HIH^4 iAlkH*p4|H3. II II 

After slaying Maricha and hearing the happenings 
from Lakshmana whom he met on his way back, 
Rama returned to the hut grief stricken. 

37SfT t^f WN^I IHI ^TCRTC I 
^T^TT r^RR T%?F$ ^ ^: \\R\W 

Not seeing Sita in the hut, Rama and Lakshmana, 
while searching for Sita in the forest, saw Jatayu, 
the king of eagles, with his wings cut off. 

^^TT ^ffFpTT W d<KIK*fM II RV II 



' Female demons 
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Rama heard from him the news of Sita. Later, 
when Jatayu died, Rama and Lakshmana cremated 
his body and performed the obsequies. 

Later, Lakshmana swiftly cut off the ear and nose 
of Ayomukhi 41 who insulted him on the way. 

cTc^^nf%#^c^^^?fr \m ii 

Rama and Lakshmana cut off the hands of the 
demon Kabandha who had grabbed them and then, 
cremated his body at his request. 



41 A Rakshasi who had iron face 
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Assuming divine form he (Kabandha) departed for 
Heaven after telling Rama, in order to trace Sita, to 
go to Sugreeva, who was in Rishyamooka Mountain. 

Then, Rama, comforted (by Kabandha' s words), 
went to the hermitage of Sabari. After being 
worshipped by her, Rama with Lakshmana 
reached Pampa. 

II # #*FTT^T WW: wm' II 
Thus ends the Chapter on "Forest" of Sri Ramodantam. 
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Chapter on Kishkindha 

3 ftTRT ?H ^T#^ II ? II 

Then, as ordered by Sugreeva, Hanuman came to 
Rama and Lakshmana and hearing their story he 
brought them to Sugreeva. 

cTcTT ftTRT ^ J iNW H^f *T: I 

^ =3 ^r^rw ^ft: n r ii 

He, then, told Rama's story to Sugreeva and made 
Rama and Sugreeva form a treaty in front of Fire 42 . 

<v*IN«4lfa t^f nrM^M^ ^ IUII 

42 It is a tradition to make rituals, pledges, etc in front of sacred fire 
seeing it as the Universal witness, the Fire God Agni. 
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Then, Rama vowed, "I will kill Vali "and Sugreeva 
promised, "I will trace out Vaidehi 43 ". 

^TfttfTN WIN -bHcfiit-n WtJlWl) 
M^KdmiN ^ <Nc*IN<N ^ cl^T cRL II V II 

Then, Sugreeva told Rama the reason for his enmity 
with VflZz and about the enormity of Vali's strength. 

sfa^FTW II Ml 

Sugreeva immediately showed him the body 
(skeleton) of Dundubhi 44 and Rama kicked it with 
his toe to a great distance. 

^JR%^ d^l^l^l II \ II 



43 Another name of Sita 

44 A demon in the form of a very huge buffalo that was demon slain by 
Vali; when Sugreeva showed to Rama the skeleton of this demon to 
show him how powerful Vali was, Rama kicked it with but a gentle 
force, and threw it many miles away. 
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He then showed seven Sala 45 trees to Rama who 
pierced all of them with a single arrow and thus 
removed Sugreeva's doubt (regarding Rama's 
prowess). 

^TT^RTf^ffS: WI^W?i II « II 

Having reached Kishkindha along with Rama, 
Sugreeva roared with great joy provoking the king 
of monkeys. 

HSN tfTOWT: WN^|'c|c||m4, || c II 

Vali came out and heavily injured Sugreeva in the 
duel. Wounded all over the body, Sugreeva ran to 
Rama. 

<"J|Nl^d W cT^TF ^Jf#cRTf|cT: II ^11 



45 A very tall and stately tree; Its botanical name is Shorea Robusta 
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Being given an identification mark 46 by Rama, 
Sugreeva, before long, invited Vali to fight again 
while Rama stood in hiding. 

fNcTT WT^T JP\ ^IWl II ?° II 

Then, wrathful Vali, who was wearing a golden 
neck-lace, ignored the advice of Tara 47 and fought a 
very fierce battle with his brother. 

^ufo Enf^i ?TRT RW[ ^n^RTcTOI 

HSN TT*T #f ^TMT c^tRT ^TT II ? ? II 

Rama hit Vali with an arrow and felled him to the 
ground. Recognizing that it was Rama (who had 
struck him) Vali left the body and went to Heaven. 



45 Rama could not kill Vali since he was not able to distinguish between 
Bali and Sugreeva. So, he put a flower garland around the neck of 
Sugreeva to distinguish him from Vali. 
47 Wife of Vali 
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^HTMFT^Mcf ^TCIP-TcRc^: II ?R II 

Rama, who is affectionate towards those who take 
refuge in him, consoled Sugreeva who was in 
remorse and made him the king of monkeys. 

cRTT TTT^RcI: ^ TTRT I 
3^TW TOH ^c1N^|:T%cT: IIUII 

Thereafter, Rama lived on the Malyavat 48 Mountain 
along with Lakshmana for four months saddened 
by the separation of Sita. 

STR^g^R: Wl ^^^HIRh. II ? V II 

Then, as directed by Rama, Lakshmana brought 
Sugreeva along with the monkeys led by leaders 
like Hanuman (to Malyavat). 



48 This is a mountain range in the east coast of India (Eastern Ghats), 
that falls in the northern Tamilnadu and southern Andhra Pradesh 
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Sugreeva met Rama and, at his behest, commanded 
the monkeys to search in four directions for Sita. 

RWR ^ t^HIT dj^l^l *T H^TT 11?^ II 

Then Rama handed Hanuman a ring to win Sita's 
trust. He took it and went (in search of Sita). 

cTcTt ^T^F^ rfwU f^W{ \ 

TT^T #^TT M^RT: TO f^WT^L II ?vs II 

Searching for Sita, the monkeys led by Hanuman 
went southwards and reached the Vindhya 
Mountain. 

^ WlkHI RTtRT ^dMIdl ^ ll?<:ll 
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At the lapse of the time allotted to them (to find 
Sita) they decided to give up their lives by fasting. 
At that moment, they heard the news about Sita 
from Sampati* 9 . 

rTcT: m^K^M 3^KK4I: M^IHh I 
cIT McWWj ^1 ^ II 

The monkeys lead by Angada reached the sea 
shore. None of them was capable of crossing the 
sea. 

^WIl^RMR^I ^N^Rbfa: I 
^rfaNcTT W^M, ^iHlH^lcH^: IR° || 

Roused by the words of praise about his power by 
Jambavan, Hanuman climbed the Mahendra 
Mountain. 

II W\ sJUlH)^ fw«: WW'. II 
Thus ends the Chapter on Kishkindha of Sri Ramodantam. 



Elder brother of Jatayu 
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II 

The Chapter on " Exploits of Hanuman" 

^ ^ Pli'WfHIciM^yRj^H'JR II \ II 

Saluting all devas, the son of Vayu 50 leapt from 
Mahendra Mountain to cross the ocean. 

*T ^WFTW^f ^1 

After crossing the Mainaka 51 Mountain, saluting 
Surasa 52 and tactfully killing Simhika 53 , he reached 
the other side of the ocean. 



50 Hanuman is said to be a partial incarnation of the god Vayu 
51 A mountain which stands immersed in the ocean. 

52 Mother of serpents; she was sent by celestial beings to test Hanuman; 
he convinced her of his strength and got her blessings. 

53 A giantess who tried to kill Hanuman by swallowing him 
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#cTT M^^T^fcl H£M RRT II 3. II 

After subduing the deity 54 presiding over Lanka, 
Hanuman entered the city and while searching for 
Sita, saw Ravana asleep at night. 

I^NNH MWdWd: I 
3T$terfTO *T^T #cTT T%fTT II VII 

Not seeing Sita there (Ravana' s palace), while 
looking for her here and there Hanuman reached 
Asoka grove where he saw grieving Sita. 

STR^T TTT^fcRrT^ #^fFTTcf cT^R. II H II 

Climbing a tree, Hanuman hid himself completely 
among its leaves and sat there wondering whether 
or not she is Sita. 



54 A goddess who was cursed by Brahma to become the watch-girl of 
the palace-gate tower of Ravana; she was relieved of her curse by 
Hanuman. 
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W( II \ II 

Then, Ravana came to Sita love-stricken and 
repeatedly implored to her to become his wife. 



Sita rejected him saying that she would not become 
his wife. Then, Ravana, lustful and angry, went 
back to his house. 

3rJ3T Wm frTRT ^Hjc*)^ lllll 

After Ravana left, Hanuman told news about Rama 
to wailing Sita and gave her Rama's ring. 

dcHHKFJ t^t T%5cq ^ ^ I 
^F#T ^fT cTF? ^ *TT TTT^: TWT. II ^ II 
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Vaidehi took the ring and cried again bitterly and 
placed her favorite crest-jewel in Hanuman's 
hands. 

f^T ^«-( client STTWf *T M^mr II ?° II 

Hanuman consoled her saying, "Devi! Do not 
grieve. Rama would wage battle against Ravana, 
slay him and take you back" and left (Asoka grove). 

3T$TT#H ^ ^TRS^f^L II H II 

Being a diplomat, Hanuman after due 
consideration, destroyed that garden and killed 
Akshakumara 55 and numerous other Rakshasas in 
fight. 

cB: *l*Mdl ^ q^R^: I 
STcTN T^TT^ <N"JIN ^T^fcl. II ?R II 



Younger son of Ravana born to Mandodari 
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Then, Hanuman, who was bound by Indrajit 56 in 
battle, apprised Ravana of Rama's valour. 



*THR*ijJW c|H<K^MHIH^. II \\ II 

With his tail set on fire by the Rakshasas, Hanuman 
burnt whole Lanka and crossing the ocean joined 
the monkeys. 

R^tel *T3^5 ^Ct =^PP ^3 II ?V II 

Accompanied by the monkeys, Hanuman went to 
Rama, narrated all his deeds (in Lanka) and gave 
Rama Sita's crest-jewel. 

ii # sJkwK-d ^<+iu^: wm-. II 

Thus ends the Chapter on "Exploits of Hanuman" 
Of Sri Ramodantam 



56 He who had defeated Indra, the chief of devas 
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The Chapter on "Battle" 

T^mr <Nc|^jul OR Wi *#^T: II ? II 

Thereafter, Rama departed along with countless 
batches of monkeys led by Sugreeva and reached 
the shores of the ocean. 

c^lNMcMS^iq^^ TI*TTSft*T^: IRII 

Then, Vibheeshana, expelled by his brother, 
approached Rama and was crowned as the king of 
Lanka by Rama, the destroyer of enemies. 

StPTFI: flJjfcq m ^ ^: I 
^KT^n eft *lc^T ^5T q^q.ll I 3. II 
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Shown the way to cross the ocean by Varuna 57 , 
Rama got the bridge built through Nala 58 and 
passing through that bridge, reached Suvela 
Mountain (in Lanka). 

cTcTT -(.I^MT^SI: ^TfaJp^T: &<*HH|: I 
^:TO^^IWWI: II VII 

As per the direction of Rama, the monkeys led by 
Neela laid siege to Lanka from all directions, 
holding trees and stones in their hands. 

^-W^^K^ 3<|^ T^TWTT: II Ml 

The monkeys, who were like lions in valor, roared 
after killing in battle the Rakshasas led by Prahasta 
as they came out as ordered by Ravana. 

WTR^^^^fetWHi: IK II 



57 The lord of oceans 

58 This monkey was the son of Visvakarma, the architect of devas 
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Highly courageous Sugreeva, Hanuman, Rama and 
Lakshmana, killed numerous Rakshasas in the 
battle. 

TRM^J cTcTTS«Jc3 ^FR TW^^fT I 

^HHI^fl HHIIK-Wi ^HN^IdL II « II 

Then, the son of Ravana, in the ensuing battle, tied 
Rama and Lakshmana by the Serpent Astra and 
they were set free by Garuda, the enemy of 
serpents. 

WTTSN cTcTT TORcT: I 

Thereafter, Ravana too was defeated by Rama in 
the battle. Ravana woke up Kumbhakarna at once 
and bid him to kill Rama. 

cTcTT cIM-WMs? ^ OTtT M^IN< I 
^ u ll^ u T TRTTSfq H^TH ^tr; II ^ II 
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Then, in a fierce battle, Rama used the Indra Astra 
and killed Kumbhakarna who was devouring 
hoards of monkeys. 

cTcTT tN«JWK^^l t^RT^TRT^f I 

||?o|| 

Then, Devantaka and Narantaka 59 , sent by Ravana, 
were killed by Hanuman and Angada in the peak 
hour of battle. 

^T^tT TT1^F7 ^^T^TS^^NjI: II I ? ? II 

Then, Lakshmana killed with arrows Atikaya 60 , a 
huge bodied Rakshasa, who, coming in a chariot, 
wreaked havoc on the army. 

cTcTT WM^S: ^I^Md ^TWf I 
^JlWl^l^l^Ri^S^M: ||?R|| 



59 Sons of Ravana born to a Gandharva woman; Gandharva is a class of 
demigods regarded as the singers or musicians of devas. 

60 Son of Ravana born to a Rakshasi called Dhanyamalini 
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Then, Indrajit, under the orders of Ravana, tied 61 
Rama and Lakshmana using the Brahma Astra in 
the battle and killed the monkeys with arrows. 

^T^^fMfe^TTS^T #4 ^f: II nil 

Then, Hanuman went to the mountain of herbs, as 
per the advice of Jambavan, and not seeing the 
herbs on the mountain, became angry. 

*£Tt cT <H^I<±M ^HiHId: I 

cTRTT *T^R I ^RH <|'c|^|<lH^N^Icl II ?V II 

He uprooted and carried back the mountain itself 
(to Lanka) and brought back to life Rama and all 
others with the smell of the herbs. 

^NW^fT *j(f ^1 WST^cT: I 
^ ^ WTT II ?H II 



61 Rama and Lakshmana lay unconscious due to impact of Brahma 
Astra. Jambavan, then, advised Hanuman to get the herbs which would 
bring them back to life. 
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Seeing his city, burnt by the monkeys, Ravana, out 
of fury, deputed two sons of Kumbhakarna to kill 
Rama and Lakshmana. 

STCT^nfr dcfcM sfaq dT ^IlkVih 
f*f TWtS^OT: ftf*T ^k+MI ^: II ^ II 

Then, seeing the two mighty Rakshasas destroying 
the armies, Rama killed Kumbha with arrows and 
Sugreeva killed Nikumbha 62 . 

hW^tI* ^q^L^IUMMMIW TFH'. II II 

Then Rama killed with arrows the Khar a' s son, 
who, sent by Ravana and was tormenting the 
monkeys with his arrows. 

hii^hW ^cT ^ *T wfr ll?<:ll 



62 Kumbha and Nikumbha are the sons of Kumbhakarna 
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Ravana, with a sorrowful heart, commanded his 
son Indrajit, who was unconquerable, to kill 
Raghava in battle. 

HNl^cli RHT^ZJ ^ff^T HI^N I II II 

Indrajit, the winner of battles, left the city at once 
carrying a fake Sita in order to perplex everyone. 

STOR ^ftcTT f^RR STMcl^J: II II 

As the monkeys led by Hanuman watched, Indrajit, 
the winner of battles, slew Sita with a sharp sword. 

|:%cTT ^£TT^ ^ ^FfTSsR^ IR? II 

Then, surrounded by all the monkeys, grieving 
Hanuman left the battle field and went to where 
Rama was. 
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frTRF#Ic5 ?Fn TTI4H=IN *T: WWW 

After going close to Rama, Hanuman told him 
entire incidents. Hearing all these Rama collapsed. 

At that time, Vibheeshana came there, saw Rama 
unconscious and after consoling the grieving 
monkeys, told the following words (to Rama). 

<|<lcHHI ^cTT *TM TT^-H^^ll 
f?T ^ cPT R^4l ^ II ^ II 
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"Oh Lord of the Universe! Give up false sorrow 
and listen to my words spoken in your interest and 
knowing Indrajit's mind. 

This is only a delusion created by the evil minded 
son of the Rakshasa king. A Homa 63 is being 
performed by Indrajit now at Nikumbhila 64 . 

Send today itself Lakshmana and some ministers 
along with me (to Nikumbhila), for if the enemy 
completes the Homa, he will surely become 
invincible." 

TT^fcf 3TfST ^Jf^T WTW^pH II R« II 

Rama told Lakshmana, "Go there immediately 
along with your friend Vibheeshana and kill the son 
of the Rakshasa king." 



63 A fire ritual in which oblations are offered to gods by pouring ghee 
into the consecrated fire, often performed, for fulfillment of a particular 
desire. 

64 A particular spot in the forest outside the city of Lanka 
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Taking leave of Rama, Lakshmana and Vibheeshana, 
hurried to Nikumbhila where Indrajit was camped. 

3l<v*N3 ^TT^pT VjhIcHI *T T^frWT: I 
^WTT ^IHI-H TT^7I^<-H^^: |R<UI 

Vibheeshana, who was a righteous soul, pointed out 
his nephew to Lakshmana who struck the 
Rakshasas with heaps of arrows. 

TSTW^ ^IMH^d^M H IIV> II 

After battling for a long time, Lakshmana, using 
the Indra astra, cut off the head of the Ravana's son 
in wrath. 

*T ^7 3^ ^ WT: STTWSTcT: I 
^TSW f^l^FTt T^^Mf^T^f: II X? II 
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Hearing about the murder of his son, Ravana 
became crestfallen, feeble hearted, his limbs turned 
weak and his senses agitated. He lamented (as 
follows). 

^HI^Hil qwft ^dlH^McT WWW 

"Seeing today Indrajit killed in battle, my life has 
become a waste and my words devoid of meaning. 

tl^ll^ $f^H c^tRT TIT ^ ^Nd+t II ^ II 

"O my brave son! Getting killed by a human, who 
is an insignificant foot soldier, banished from his 
own country, where have you gone leaving me 
alive? 

^ ten ^ cT ^fTTR^f I ^5R^I 
HdNH ^Kli^kHIFR IUVII 
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"Conquering Indra, you forcibly bound him, 
brought him to Lanka and held him captive by your 
valour. 

cTT^rP $ ^ TIT ?M IcTtS^T ^Tl^: 

"Brahma had to pacify you and got the king of devas 
released. Where have you, so unassailable, gone 
today leaving me? 

^jfl^TRnra cT^^^ Mc*M II ^11 

"O son! Tell me now. What shall I do? Where shall 
I go? Without delay take me also to where you 
have gone. 

^T%^ c^cFFTT ^TT^T dl^lt-M NcTTS^e^i 
ScMRNI R^fcT ^ *TR?H W5f ft lUvsH 

"O son! There is no one equal to you in this world. 
I was proud that I am the father of such a son. 
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TTTO T%cTT: S^N^IT ^TN II ^ II 

^ ^ II V* II 

"Valorous Rakshasa leaders like Kumbhakarna, 
Dhoomraksha, Vajradamshtra and Prahasta have all 
been killed. 

"O my son! I didn't take to heart the loss of all 
these great Rakshasas and was not worried as I 
relied on your strength." 

3^Mi|U| |:^TR #1 *£TW1 II *° II 

After lamenting thus in a prolonged manner, 
Ravana overcame his grief and became livid with 
anger. 

TFT WI ^1 H^IH^I^d II V? II 
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"O Charioteer! Bring the chariot at once in front of 
me who am eager to win. I am proceeding from my 
home to slay Rama and Lakshmana." 

IcJtM *2WTW 3TfST HRT^ct I fed Hj 

Saying thus, Ravana went in the charioteer-driven 
chariot and engaged in a fierce battle with Rama. 

WU WrRT ^ #: TO II 

Then, Rama, the embodiment of righteousness, 
seated in Indra's chariot brought by Matali, glowed 
like the rising Sun. 

As the assembly of devas watched, Rama, the best 
among the virtuous, enraged by the abduction of 
Sita, fought a tumultuous battle (with Ravana). 
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3R4Mweq =i^'iidLTR u T &nw<L*'H\ 
^TH JM ^^ff^ sl^'JIIW cT II II 

Then, on the words of counsel by Agastya, the 
victorious Rama, using Brahmastra, slew Ravana, 
the enemy of all worlds. 

NrtrtlH *lo^T ^TcKT II V$ II 

On hearing about the death of her dearest 
husband, Mandodari, much afflicted with grief, 
went to the battle field and cried like an osprey. 

cT^f <N"J|^ IIV^II 

As directed by Rama, Vibheeshana and other 
rakshasas cremated Ravana, whose life had come to 
an end. 
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Then, as attested by god Agni, Rama found Sita 
very chaste and on the advice of devas, took Sita to 
his father 65 . 

cli^TT ^ TR\ ^TT ^ ^fcl^: mil 

"O Rama! This act of yours, which is fearful to all 
beings and which was performed by you for the 
sake of Sita, is appropriate indeed. She is Lakshmi 
and you are Vishnu." 66 

cWT2I ^cTMSJ R^TTmr II <v> II 

Becoming honoured by devas and sages with the 
above words, Lakshmana was pleased and Rama 
believed it. 



65 Dasaratha had come along with devas to watch the battle between 
Rama and Ravana 

66 These are words of the sages and devas to Rama 

63 



sJUwKtR Story of Sri Rama 



f^Tf^TF? ^RlcRT ^f^J ^TWf: I 
*I«XIHTCT ^^TH^^HTfw^ II H? II 

Then, Rama, who was righteous, honest, generous 
and victorious, got the coronation of Vibheeshana 
performed by Lakshmana. 

cTSJT 'JWTTW ^#TWlcqfcf: I 
^HNI^P^ *#cT: f^M^fT Wi TFH'. Il^ll 

Thereafter, Rama, the lord of the Universe, 
boarded the Pushpaka along with his wife, brother, 
friends and reached. 

T%T%^fTR^T: ^T: ^fftt 4lNc1i: TW: I 
f^^^f T%TH cTT: ^TTT^^L II ^ II 

Curious to see Sita, all the female monkeys 
residing in Kishkindha entered the Pushpaka 
Vimana 67 . 



67 Aerial chariot named Pushpaka 
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^RRT^: #fTH.'TO ^FT^TT I 
5ITH: cf^ ?H H^TTCcf: II II 

Then, Rama, wishing to see Bharata, reached the 
hermitage of Bharadwaja (on his way) and was 
detained there by the sage. 

HW-Wlkd^ W Hl«lcl*tl 

Then, Rama sent Hanuman to Bharata who, not 
seeing Rama, wanted very much to end his by 
entering into the fire. 

J TTRTSfq M^pB: IIVUI 



There, Rama, his brother and friends were received 
with due respect by the great sage {Bharadwaja) 
who was overcome with joy. 



TTRTSSJ ^ ww\ *KdHIKMIkHI I 
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STiRrIt^I TTT^W^TT^T^cT: II VHI 

Thereafter, Rama went to Bharata, the destroyer of 
enemies, entered Ayodhya with him at once and 
was greeted by the mothers. 

|[cT II VII 

Then, all the residents of Ayodhya joyfully went to 
Rama and told him, "We all feel blessed". 

*UdiWW cRJT HI^HI IIVUI 

Just as the Chataka 68 birds and the peacocks seeing 
the clouds or the mothers seeing their babies, all 
the citizens felt great joy (upon Rama's arrival). 

*#cTT ^TT W II $° II 



Name of a bird which is supposed to live only on rain drops 
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Then, Vasishtha and other priests along with the 
ministers joyfully performed Rama's coronation 
just as the eight Vasus performed the coronation of 

Indra. 

^TP#feR W{ ^i\\di\H\: ^qt^gTT: I 
^^ T iplcTT^W^^'*l'MN<H^^ : IK? II 

During the coronation celebration Sugreeva and 
other the monkey chieftains were suitably 
honoured with garlands, scents, cloths and 
ornaments. 

^TcTSJ cT^IT ^JT ^c1Ncij*«i II II 

Honoured specially with a pearl garland by Sita, 
Hanuman felt as happy as he was by looking at 
Sita. 



^uj^iiiHI-H 
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Kausalya, who was very affectionate towards her 
son, adorned all the female monkeys with 
ornaments, cloth, sandal and saffron. 

As bid by Rama Sugreeva and all the monkeys left 
for Kishkindha, saddened at separation from Rama. 

Sf^pTcT: ^ #1 c5ft STFMT^frWT: II V\ II 

Taking permission from Rama, Vibheeshana, who 
was very pious and eternally living 69 and was 
instrumental for the victory of Lanka battle, left for 

Lanka. 

ftuM cT^IT TWT ^JT f^J: RlN^H II ^ II 



69 Vibheeshana one among the seven Chiranjeevis i.e. those said to live 
forever. 

68 



sJUwKtR Story of Sri Rama 



Rama, the sinless, after ascending the throne of his 
father, with his brothers in attendance, shone like 
Vishnu in heaven. 

With the consent of Lakshmana, Rama gave the 
position of crown prince to Bharata, the 
immeasurably great and dearer to Rama than his 
life. 

^ W *^RtH II \C II 

Those four great men, who were the best among 
the descendants of Raghu 70 , along with their 
spouses, shone in their city like moon among stars 
in the sky. 

II ^Tcf sJUlH)^ ^bl^: *RTfl: II 
Thus ends the Chapter on "Battle" of Sri Ramodantam. 



An renowned ancestor of Rama 
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The Chapter on Rama's later life 

^MH^KH TWHcMM II ? II 

Rama forsook Sita on account of the scandal by 
ignorant people that the king (Rama) took back his 
wife who was blemished by Ravana. 

^FrRWf ^RT^TF? d^Nl^ct^pR. II R II 

Then, knowing this, Valmiki brought pregnant Sita 
to his hermitage, consoled her and let her live there 
happily. 

STspTT cOT ^5 H^.rM'IMHI^dL II 3. II 
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Then, at the request of the sages and on the orders 
of Rama, Satrughna killed Lavanasura 71 in a battle 
and protected the sages. 

3THfa #cTT cTC*l UNd-HI ^ II VII 

While Rama was performing a Yajna 72 , after 
installing a golden statue 73 in Sita's place, Valmiki 
brought Sita and her sons and turned them over to 
Rama. 

ST^FTHT TJWJ\ ^H^IcH^I I 
■^FH ^TT^cFTT ^tT R^t STIM^I *TT II Ml 

Being suspected again by Rama, Sita entered the 
fissure created by goddess Earth to whom Sita had 
prayed. 



71 Grandson of sage Visravas 

72 Aswamedha, a horse-sacrifice usually performed by emperors. 

73 A householder is required to have his wife by his side while 
performing a Yajna. In the absence of Sita, Rama seated a golden statue 
in her place. 
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RTT^q *TC?i<M ?M ^TT IK II 

Then, as bid by Rama, the citizens of Ayodhya and 
the monkeys drowned in the holy waters of Sarayu, 
left their bodied and went to heaven. 

cTcTT ^Hid^l^yl TO iWR|: I 

TWTSN TTT^ c^tRT ^HIN^IdL^i II ^11 

Then, Bharata and Satrughna obtained their 
original form. Rama too left his mortal body and 
entered his abode 74 . 

^lilHI^HK^Id ^ TT^I%IT I 
^Rt^I H^RT^: ^RTT^f HK^^IcTT II £ II 

This story of Rama is narrated by me, a dim wit. 
The virtuous and learned men may carefully 
examine and rectify (where necessary) and accept 
this work. 



74 Vaikuntha 
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Let the supreme spirit Vishnu, who incarnated as 
Dasarathi 75 , killed Ravana in battle and protected 
the worlds, protect me. 

II W\ 9 -TfTFfl^T StTC^F^: WWR'- II 
Thus ends the Chapter on "Rama's later life" of Sri 
Ramodantam. 

ii w\ ^fTt^tt ii 

Thus ends the Sri Ramodantam, the story of Rama. 



75 Son of king Dasaratha i.e. Rama 
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